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The	  City	  Symphony	  	  •	  	  January	  6th	  

Organism	  	  (Hilary	  Harris,	  1975,	  19m)	  	  
Koyaanisqatsi	  	  (Godfrey	  Reggio,	  1983,	  85m)	  

Organism,	  a	  beau<ful	  film	  by	  <me-‐lapse	  pioneer	  Hilary	  Harris,	  juxtaposes	  scien<fic	  cellular	  

biology	  with	  the	  paGerns	  of	  urban	  ac<vity.	  	  These	  exuberant	  images	  of	  the	  city,	  oKen	  shot	  

from	  above,	  provide	  a	  magical	  <me	  capsule	  of	  New	  York	  City	  shot	  over	  fiKeen	  years.	  

Koyaanisqatsi,	  with	  a	  haun<ng	  opera<c	  soundtrack	  composed	  by	  Philip	  Glass,	  extends	  the	  

city	  symphony	  form	  to	  a	  global	  dimension,	  building	  upon	  Harris’	  techniques	  of	  <me	  

manipula<on	  and	  aerial	  perspec<ves,	  and	  delivering	  a	  medita<ve	  cri<que	  of	  human	  

civiliza<on	  in	  this	  mesmerizing	  vision	  of	  	  “life	  out	  of	  balance.”	  
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